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Amendments fo thy Ptflgmsr 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the instant 
application: 

Listing of Cla ims; 

1- (Currently Amended) In a relational database management system 
(RDBMS), a method of processing related records comprising: 
an RDBMS receiving a plurality of related records; 

the {tpilMS inserting said plurality of related records into a single table of [[an]] 
tteRDBMS; 

the RDBMS associating said plurality of related records as a set within said single 
table using a published function of said RDBMS; and 

the RDBMS receiving a tri ggering event from an application program, wherein the 
application progra m specifies one of the related records and a processing actio n to be 
performed bv the RDBMS against the specified record; 

responsive to the triggerin g event the RDBMS automatically purging non- 
specified ones of the related records, eondition, aolootivoly purging - portioular related 
rooorda of aaid \iot from said s ingle table 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I, wherein tho triggering 
condition identifies at least ono of said plurality of related rooord s and -said purging step 
purges non - idontifi e d alLrelated records of said se t except for said specified record . 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said purging step purges each one of 
said plurality of related records. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I, wherein said tabic includes 
data type for specifying said plurality of related records and said associating step further 
comprises the RJ3BMS assigning to each one of said plurality of related records a 
common identifier conforming with said data type, wherein said common identifier is 
unique to said ;set 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, furth e r oomprioing: w herein 
said published fun ction is accessible to front-end systems, wherein said front end system 
identifies the plurality of relate d records that the RDBMS associates as the set, wherein 
the published mnction also permits the front end system to disassociate disassooiQting 
selected record > from said set 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 further comprising: 

deleting throughout said RDBMS, records linked to said purged records using 
referential integrity rules. 

7. (Originaf) The method of claim 1, said associating step further comprising: 
associating selected records of said set as a subset wherein said particular related 

records of said purging step include at least one selected record of said subset. 

8. (Currently Amended) In a relational database management system 
(RDBMS), a method of processing related records comprising: 

the RDBMS r eceiving a plurality of related records; 

the RDBMS i nserting said plurality of related records into a single table of [[an]] 
the RDBMS; 

the RDBMS receiving a user provided indication that particular ones of said 
plurality of records are related records: 
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the RDBMS associating said plurality - of related records as a set within said single 
table, wherein each one of said plurality of related records is assigned a common 
identifier unique to said set which conforms to a data type in said table for associating 
said plurality c £related records; and 

responsive to a triggering condition identifying at least one of said plurality of 
related records, the RDBMS selectively purging particular non-identified related records 
of said se t from the single table . 

9, (Curremly Amended) A relational database management system (RDBMS), 
comprising: 

[[a]] an RPBMS table for storing a plurality of records, wherein said table is 
configured with an identifier for specifying related ones of said plurality of records as a 
record set, wherein said identifier is unique to each said record set; and 

an intra tabl e record set processor configured to perform an associate records 
function and a purge associated set fiipctj on. said associate records function and said 
purge associated set function being published RDBMS functions accessible bv at least 
one front-end system, 

gaid associate records functio n an associate record got proposal for associating 
said related one s of said plurality of records with one another as a record set within said 
table, 

said purge associated set function a purgo roonrrf nnt prnnnar.nr f 0r purging 
selected ones of said record set in said table responsive to a triggering condition, wherein 
the trippering condit ion identifies at least one of said related ones of said plurality of 
records, and wherein the purge associated set function purges non-identified ones of the 
related records JTom the RDBMS table . 
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10. (OriginiU) The RDBMS of claim 9, further comprising: 

a second pre-defined table within said RDBMS for maintaining associations of 
said related ones of said plurality of records within said table, 

1 1 . (Original) The RDBMS of claim 9, wherein said identifier is a data type. 

12. (Currently Amended) The RDBMS of claim 9, said associate records function 
further comprising a — diaaaaooiat o r e cord — act prooosao ? programmatic code for 
disassociating selected records of said record set responsive to a triggering condition. 

13. (Original) The RDBMS of claim 9, wherein said purge record set function 
deletes records linked to said purged records throughout said RDBMS. 

14. (Currently Amended) A relational database management system (RDBMS), 
comprising: 

a table f :>r storing a plurality of records wherein particular ones of said plurality of 
records are related; 

an associated record set processor for associating said related ones of said plurality 
of records with one another as a record set within said table; 

a purge record set processor for purging selected ones of said record set in said 
table responsive to a triggering condition; and 

a second pre-defined table within said RDBMS for maintaining associations of 
said related ones of said plurality of records within said table as said record se t, wherein 
the RDBMS publishes at least one function to so that front* end systems are able to access 
the at least one RDBMS function, wherein the triggering condition identifies at least one 
of said related ones of said plurality of records, and wherein the purge associated set 
function purges non-identifi e d ones of the related records from the RDBMS table . 
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15. (Original) The RDBMS of claim 14, wherein said pre-defined table includes an 
identifier for specifying related ones of said plurality of records. 

16. (Original) The RDBMS of claim 1 5, wherein said identifier is a data type. 

17. (Original) The RDBMS of claim 14, further comprising: 

a disas<:ociate record set processor for disassociating selected records of said 
record set responsive to a triggering condition. 

18. (OriginzJ) The RDBMS of claim 14, wherein said purge record set function 
deletes records linked to said purged records throughout said RDBMS. 

19. (Currently Amended) A machine- readable storage, having stored thereon a 
computer program having a plurality of code sections executable by a machine for 
causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of related records; 

inserting said plurality of related records into a single table of an.RDBMS; 

associating said plurality of related records as a set within said single table using a 
published function of said RDBMS; and 

receiving a tri ggering event from an application program, wherein the application 
program specifies one of the related records and a processing action to he performed bv 
the RDBMS against the specified record: 

responsive to the triggerin g event, the RDBMS automatically purging non- 
specified ones of the related records, condition, s e l e ctively purging particular r e lat e d 
records of said jot from said singl e table 
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20. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage of claim 19, wherein the 
triggoring oondition idontifioc at l e ast on e of paid plurality of related rooorda and s aid 
purging step purges aon - id e ntifi e d all related records of said se t except for said specified 
record . 

21. (Original) The machine-readable storage of claim 1 9, wherein said purging step 
purges each or e of said plurality of related records. 

22. (Original) The machine-readable storage of claim 19, wherein said table 
includes a data type for specifying said plurality of related records and said associating 
step further comprises assigning to each one of said plurality of related records a common 
identifier conforming with said data type, wherein said common identifier is unique to 
said set 

23. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage of claim 19, further 
comprising: w l isrem said publi sh ed funct i on i s accessibl e to front-e n d systems, wherein 
said front end system identifies the plurality of related records that the RDBMS 
associates as the set, wherein the published ft mction also permits the front end system to 
disassociate d kasflooiating selected records from said set. 

24. (Original) The machine-readable storage of claim 19, further comprising: 
deleting throughout said RDBMS. records linked to said purged records using 

referential intejjrity rules. 

25. (Original) The machine-readable storage of claim 19, said associating step 
further comprising: 
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associating selected records of said set as a subset wherein said particular related 
records of saic purging step include at least one selected record of said subset. 

26. (Currently Amended) A machine readable storage, having stored thereon a 
computer projjram having a plurality of code sections executable by a machine for 
causing the mfichine to perform the steps of; 

receiving a plurality of r e lated records; 

insertin g said plurality of related records into a single table of an RDBMS; 

the RDBMS receiving a user provided indication that particular ones of said 
plurality of records are related records; 

the RDBMS associating said plurality - of related records as a set within said single 
table, wherein each one of said plurality of related records is assigned a common 
identifier uniqae to said set which conforms to a data type in said table for associating 
said plurality c helated records; and 

responsive to a triggering condition identifying at least one of said plurality of 
related records, the RDBMS selectively purging particular non-identified related records 
of said se t froni the single table . 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim l t wherein during the associating 
step, intra-tabli; record associations are recorded within a pre-define d RDBMS table, fee 
ftooooiating - flt e p eatabliaheo an intra table referential integrity among said rolatod rooorda.- 
and whoro ifl-feB-*Bte a - tabl e r e f e rential int e grity r e sults in the purging stop ? 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, wherein during the associating 
step, intra-tabb record associations are recorded within a pre-defined RDBMS table, fee 
associating stO] 3^es tabIiflhoa an intra - tablo referential integrity among s aid relat e d r e cor ds? 
and whoroin th s-ffl tra - tablo referential integrity moults in the purging stop. 
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29. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the associate rooord sot 
proc e ssor ofltablisbo fi wtaMablo r e f e rential integrity among - said r e lat e d r e cords, and 
wh e rein the intra tabl e r e f e r e ntial int e grity caus e s th e purge rooord oot proc e ssor to purg e 
the solootod onofl o f th o r e cords r e spon & iv e- to th e tripporinp oondition. associate records 
function and the purge associated set function are functions of an RDBMS query 
language. 

30. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, wherein the at least one 
RDBMS function comprises an associate records function and the purge associated set 
function, aasooint o rooord got proooasor e stablishes intra - tabto roforontial integrity among 
s aid r e lated noorda, and whoroin tbo-mtra - tabl e refer e ntial integrity causes tho purge 
r e cord sot prpcoaaor to purgo th e s e l e ct e d ones of tho rooords responsive to th e triggering 
condition 
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